
                                                                                                              

 

Earth Day Lesson Plans  

The Public Service Commission of West Virginia is encouraging teachers across 

the state to use the opportunity of Earth Day on April 22, to talk to students about the 

importance of taking care of the earth by conserving energy, water and the other natural 

resources we depend on in our daily lives.  To start the discussion, we have developed 

and compiled lesson plans that are appropriate for use with students in kindergarten 

through high school. 

 

Lesson for Grades K-2 

Protecting Our Precious Planet: Sharing the Message of Earth Day  

Your students will learn to think globally and act locally by participating in the Internet-

based Earth Day Groceries Project.  Students look at the work of children around the 

world and talk about what environmental messages are important to communicate.  They 

then design paper bags that convey their ideas.  The bags are distributed at local grocery 

stores on April 22nd, Earth Day.  When the project is complete, students can share their 

work online.   

Website: www.readwritethink.org 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/protecting-precious-

planet-sharing-1004.html?tab=1#tabs 

 

Lesson for Grades K-3 

Aquifer in a Cup 

This project illustrates how water is stored in an aquifer, how groundwater can become 

contaminated, and how this contamination ends up in a drinking water source.  

Ultimately, students should get a clear understanding of how careless use and disposal of 

harmful contaminants above the ground can potentially end up in the drinking water 

below the ground.  This particular experiment can be done by each student at their work 

station. 

Website: www.epa.gov 

http://water.epa.gov/learn/kids/drinkingwater/upload/2005_03_10_kids_activity_grades_

k-3_aquiferinacup.pdf 
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Lesson for Grades 3-4 

Let’s Conserve Water 

Students will participate in a demonstration of how little fresh water is available for our 

use and why it is important to conserve water resources.  Students will also learn how to 

save water in and around their homes. 

Website: www.psc.state.wv.us 

http://www.psc.state.wv.us/KidCorner/EarthDayLessonPlanLetsConserveWater.pdf 

 

Lesson for Grades 3-12 

Celebrate Earth Day! 

In celebration of Earth Day, have your students research some environmentalists who 

have made major contributions to our planet.  A good starting point would be to view the 

people listed on the Ecology Hall of Fame. Have each student choose one person.  

 

After researching the person’s achievements, students can then write letters to the 

environmentalists asking for their opinions on a current environmental issue or to share 

ideas on how to protect the earth.  Students can write a friendly or business letter using 

the Letter Generator.  After printing the letters, have students turn their letters into letter 

poems using the Letter Poem Creator, which will help them change their letters into 

poetic form. 

 

Once the poems are finished, host an Earth Day poetry reading – outdoors if possible. 

Website: www.readwritethink.org 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/celebrate-earth-

20468.html 

 

Lesson for Grades: 4-8 

Where Does Your Water Come From? 

This lesson teaches students about the limited amount of drinkable water and where that 

water comes from.  Students will also learn the difference between groundwater and 

surface water. 

Website: www.epa.gov 

http://water.epa.gov/learn/kids/drinkingwater/upload/2005_03_10_kids_activity_grades_

4-8_wherewatercomes.pdf 

 

Lesson for All Grades 

10 Ways to Go Green at School 

While it’s certainly worthwhile to use Earth Day to help students understand the 

importance of “going green,” it’s also crucial to encourage students to be 
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environmentally conscious throughout the year.  This lesson offers a variety of projects 

and activities for all grade levels. 

Website: www.scholastic.com 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2011/04/my-april-top-ten-list-going-

green-school 

 

Topics for Discussion for All Grades 

This list of topics for discussion includes water usage facts, ways to save water and 

information on finding and the importance of fixing water leaks in and around the home. 

Website: http://www.psc.state.wv.us 

http://www.psc.state.wv.us/KidCorner/WaterConservationTopicsforDiscussion.pdf 
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