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Ms. Connie Graley, Executive Secretary
Public Service Commission of West Virginia
201 Brooks Street

Charleston, WV 25301

Re:  Case No, 20-0329-(G-P
Case No. 20-0454-G-G1
Case No. 20-0660-G-X

Enclosed please find “Equitrans, L.P.’s Response to Reply of Peoples Gas WV LLC 1o the
Comments of A.V. Gas Company, Inc.” in the above-referenced matters, Because I am filing this
electronically. T am not enclosing the required twelve additional copies as | understand that will
be done by your office. Of course, if [ am incorrect in that regard, please advise immediately and
I will provide the additional copies.

Please circulate this filing to the appropriate parties at the Commission. Copies have this day
been served upon all parties of record as evidenced by the Certificate of Service.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,

HENDRICKSON & LONG, PLLC
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Stephen B Tlastings
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON

CASE NO. 20-0329-G-P

PEOPLES GAS WV LLC, EQUITRANS, L.P., AND

ESSENTIAL UTILITIES, INC. (PREVIOUSLY AQUA AMERICA, INC,)
Petition for review of a report assessing the continuation of
natural gas service to field-tap customers from Equitrans, L.P.’s
gathering facilities

and
CASE NO. 20-0454-G-GI

EQUITRANS, L.P.
General Investigation into the continuation of
natural gas service to customers and areas supplied by
and dependent on the production, transmission and
gathering lines and facilities owned and operated by Equitrans, L.P.

and
CASE NO. 20-0660-G-X

HOPE GAS, INC. DBA DOMINION ENERGY WEST VIRGINIA
Petition for Commission prior consent and approval to
abandon gas service to customers served from the gathering
system owned and operated by Equitrans, L.P.

EQUITRANS, L.P.’S RESPONSE TO REPLY OF PEOPLES GAS WV LLC
TO THE COMENTS OF A.V. GAS COMPANY. INC.

Comes now, Equitrans, L.P., (“Equitrans™), by counsel, and in response to the Reply of

Peoples Gas WV LLC [“PGWV™] to the Comments of A.V. Gas Company (“PGWV’s Reply”)

dated September 20, 2021, hereby submits this response for the sole purpose of correcting blatantly

false statements made by PGWV with regard to their customers affected by longwall mining

activities.



PGWYV does not dispute that it was required to take action with regard to its customers.
But in an attempt to deflect attention from its lack of planning and action, PGWYV portrays a version
of the history of its communications with Equitrans regarding the longwall mining activities that
is simply untrue. PGWV’s Reply contains at least two blatant misrepresentations regarding the
sharing of information by Equitrans and the time PGWYV had to prepare for the mining activities:

1. “However, the difficulties related to the discontinuances . . . resulted from the
failure of Equitrans to provide timely accurate information to PGWV. *“ See
PGWV’s Reply at p. 3. (Emphasis added.)
2. “Because of the short time available to PGWYV to prepare for such
discontinuance, PGWYV provided notice to those customers it understood would
be affected and started the conversion process.” See PGWV’s Reply at p. 4.
(Emphasis added.)
Equitrans must correct the record. Equitrans first became aware of Murray Energy’s proposed
mining activities on September 5, 2019. Equitrans and PGWYV exchanged initial information and
on October 15, 2019, Equitrans provided formal written notice to PGWYV regarding the pipeline
and service impacts due to Murray’s longwall mining activities. Equitrans and PGWV continued
to exchange maps and other information in order to determine the impact on PGWV’s customers.
In November 2019, Murray confirmed to Equitrans that it negotiated a confidentiality agreement
with PGWV that would allow PGWYV to have access to confidential information related to
Murray’s mining activities.

On November 19, 2019, Equitrans and PGWYV met in person in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
and discussed, among other things, the mining activity at issue. PGWYV still took no action.
PGWYV also received notice in April 2020 when Equitrans submitted an application to the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission to abandon its Gathering System, including the facilities affected

by Murray’s longwall mining activities. PGWYV still took no action. On or about March 23, 2021,

John Quinn (Equitrans) spoke with PGWV senior management regarding the proposed mining



activities which were expected to start in July 2021. Mr. Quinn was advised that PGWV did not
intend to abandon the customers and would consult with PGWYV engineering to assess its options.
On or about April 29, 2021, Mr. Quinn met again with PGWYV senior management and discussed
the proposed mining activities, PGWV’s plans for service to their customers, and inquired if
PGWYV planned to communicate the pending service disruption to their customers. Based on these
discussions on May 13, 2021, Equitrans emailed PGWYV an example Quitclaim Assignment and
Bill of Sale Agreement that could be adapted to transfer the assets to PGWV. On May 13, 2021,
PGWYV responded that “we think there is good potential to acquire these segments and connecting
them to existing D-lines to retain the customers long term.” Yet PGWV did not do so, and instead
converted some customers to propane.

To suggest that PGWYV had only a short time available to prepare for the discontinuance
ignores the fact that PGWYV had at least nineteen (19) months to prepare for the impact of the
mining activities. Whatever complaints A.V. Gas Company may have with the timing (or lack
thereof) and the manner of PGWV’s handling of finally addressing the mining activities, the fault
does not lie with Equitrans. Rather, it is PGWYV who did not act timely and now is attempting to
deflect blame. Thus, Equitrans felt compelled to correct the record.

EQUITRANS, L.P.,
By Counsel,

S N
Stephen E. Hastings, Esquire (#9065)
HENDRICKSON & LONG, PLLC
214 Capitol Street (zip 25301)
P.O. Box 11070
Charleston, West Virginia 25339
(304) 346-5500
(304) 346-5515 (facsimile)
shastingsi handl.com




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Stephen E. Hastings, counsel for Equitrans, L.P., does hereby certify on this 30th day of
September, 2021, that copies of the foregoing “EQUITRANS, L.P.’S RESPONSE TO REPLY
OF PEOPLES GAS WV LLC TO THE COMENTS OF A.V. GAS COMPANY, INC.” has
been served this day upon the following by United States Mail, First-Class, postage pre-paid, to

the following individuals and counsel of record:

Robert R. Rodecker, Esquire

John R. McGhee, Jr., Esquire

Kay Casto & Chaney, PLLC

P.O. Box 2031

Charleston, West Virginia 25327-2031
rrodeckeri kaveasto.com

imcgheei: kaycasto.com

George A. Patterson III, Esquire
Counsel for [OGA

Bowles Rice LLP

P.O. Box 1386

Charleston, West Virginia 25325
spattersondibowlesrice,.com

Tom White, Esquire

Jacqueline Lake Roberts, Director
Consumer Advocate Division
Suite 810

300 Capitol Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25301
twhiteiccad.state.wv.us

irobertsic cad.state.wv.us

Anne C. Blankenship, Esquire

William C. Porth, Esquire

Robinson & McElwee

P.O. Box 1791

Charleston, West Virginia 25326-1791
acbi¢ramlaw,com

wepi ramlaw.com

William H. Roberts II, Esquire
Senior Counsel

PNG Companies LLC

375 North Shore Drive

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15212
william.h.robertsiz peoples-uas.com

Linda Bouvette, Esquire
Legal Division

Public Service Commission of West Virginia

P.O. Box 812
Charleston, West Virginia 25323-0812
Ibouvettei psc.state.wv.us

Brien J. Fricke, Esquire

Senior Counsel

Hope Gas, Inc., d/b/a Dominion Hope
120 Tredegar Street, RS-2

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Brien.j. fricke: dom.com

Caryn Watson Short, Esquire
Mountaineer Gas Company

P.0O. Box 5201

Charleston, West Virginia 25361-0201
carvnshortiz mgewv.com




Thomas D, Westfall

Director, Gas Supply and Technical Services

Mountaineer Gas Company
P.O. Box 5201

Charleston, West Virginia 25361-0201
thomaswestfalliemecwv.com

Carol Scanlon

Peoples Gas WV LLC

Manager, Rates and Regulation
375 North Shore Drive

Pittsburg, PA 15212
Carol.Scanlonii peoples-vas.com

Christopher L. Callas, Esq.
Counsel, Mountaineer Gas Co. and
Cardinal Natural Gas Co.
JacksonKelly PLLC

PO Box 553

Charleston, WV 25322
ccallasijacksonkelly.com

Robert F. Williams, Esq.
Consumer Advocate Division
Director

300 Capitol Street, Ste. 810
Charleston, WV 25301

John Auville, Esq.

Consumer Advocate Division
300 Capitol Street, Ste. 810
Charleston, WV 25301
iauvillewe cad.state.wv.us

Benjamin M. Sullivan, Esq.

Diversified Production, LLC

Executive Vice President, General Counsel,
and Corporate Secretary

Diversified Production, LLC

414 Summers Street

Charleston, WV 25301

bsullivan7: dzoc.com

Scott F. Klemm, Chief Regulatory Officer
Vice President of Finance and Treasurer
Mountaineer Gas Company

P.O. Box 5201

Charleston, West Virginia 25361-0201
scottklemmrmucwy.com

Kurt L. Krieger, Esq.

Counsel, Hope Gas, Inc.

Steptoe & Johnson

PO Box 1588

Charleston, WV 25326-1588

kurt krieceri steptoe~johnson.com

Lucas Head, Staff Attorney
Legal Division

Public Service Commission of West Virginia

201 Brooks Street
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
lhead psc.state.wv.us

James V. Kelsh, Esq.
Counsel,

BowlesRice LLP

PO Box 1386

Charleston, WV 25325-1386
ikelsh?: bowlesrice.com

Matthew Eggerding, Esquire
Assistant General Counsel

Equitrans, L.P.

220 Energy Drive

Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 15317
megrerding(e equitransmidstream.com

Matthew M. Schreck, Esq.

Counsel, Diversified Production, LLC
Corbett & Schreck, P.C.

9525 Katy Freeway, Suite 420
Houston, TX 77024
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Stephen E. Hastings,Esq. (WVSB# 9065)



